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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1186 Jason Drive, Greencastle, PA 

 
 

                         We want to be a congregation who continues: 
                                     Trusting God 
                                     Loving and Connecting with God and one another 
                                     Reaching out to all God’s children 

 
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 2, 2026    10:15 AM 

 
Rev. Denise Horn – Interim Pastor 

Ministers to the World – Congregation of Trinity Lutheran 
Mission – To Share Christ in Word and Deed 

Office Phone – 717-597-9348    
Website: tlcgreencastle.org   

Email: tlcsecoffice@gmail.com 
 

Matthew 4:1-11 

TLC Renews 
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WE WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP HERE THIS DAY! 

 If you are visiting with us, we are honored by your presence. If you are 
seeking a church home, please contact the Pastor. 

 Holy Communion is celebrated in this morning’s worship. All are welcome to 
the table. Young children should follow the practice of their home 
congregation.  

 The Worship Service will be available on You Tube and the Website after the 
service.   

 Congregational responses are in bold. 
* Please stand 

 
Instrumental Prelude 
 
Welcome, Announcements, Opening Prayer 
     

GATHERING 
 

Call to Worship                                       I Exalt Thee  (CCLI #2823825) 2 verses    
     Pete Sanchez Jr. © 1977 Sanchez, Pete, Jr. 
 

*Confession 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all 
offenses. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:  Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
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For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the 
Spirit: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living 
water Christ offers: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing 
and hope in the world: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call 
to come forth to life: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift 
of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name 

of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ 

from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life 
and peace.  Amen. 
 
*Kyrie               Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved  (ELW 602)  3 verses 
 
*Gathering Hymn                  Take My Life, That I May Be  (ELW #685)  6 verses                                                   
                                 
*Greeting:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
*Prayer of the Day: We pray together:  O God, our leader and guide, in the 
waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your children. 
Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up 
your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 
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 First Lesson – Genesis 12:1-4a 
1 The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I 
will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
  4a So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. 
 
The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 121 (Read responsively) 
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
  from where is my help to come? 
 2 My help comes from the LORD, 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
 3 The LORD will not let your foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
 4 Behold, the keeper of Israel 
  will neither slumber nor sleep;  
 5 the LORD watches over you; 
  the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
 6 the sun will not strike you by day, 
  nor the moon by night. 
 7 The LORD will preserve you from all evil 
  and will keep your life. 
 8 The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, 
  from this time forth forevermore.  
 
Second Lesson – Romans 4:1-5, 13-17  
 What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the 
flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, 
but not before God. 3 For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, 
and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to one who works, wages 
are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5 But to one who does not work 
but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 
  13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or 
to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if 
it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise 
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is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there 
transgression. 
  16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on 
grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the 
adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the 
father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), 
in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and 
calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 
The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation  

*The Holy Gospel according to John, the third chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
*Gospel – John 3:1-17 
 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came 
to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is 
with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see 
the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, 
“How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time 
into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no 
one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What 
is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows 
where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
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Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered 
him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
  11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have 
seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly 
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly 
things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life. 
  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but 
in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Sermon                         
                    
Time of Silence:  Let us respond to God’s Word and God’s love for us by 
becoming still, closing our eyes and opening our hearts to God’s presence. 
 
Hymn                                              God Loved the World  (ELW #323)  5 verses 
  
*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again;  he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.    
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 
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*Prayers of the Church - (Each petition ends with “Hear us, O God.,” The 

Congregation responds “Your mercy is great.”) 
 
*Sign of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you.  (If you are joining us on 
Facebook, please share Christ’s peace with one another in the comments.) 

 
MEAL 

You are invited to come forward for the traditional distribution of Communion or if 
you prefer, take a prepackaged kit available from the Usher and remain seated.  
The Pastor will give instructions to you prior to communing the Assistants. 
 
 
 
 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. 
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your 
Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
*Dialogue 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for 
the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the 
fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 
The night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. Again after supper, 
Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
*Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
 



9 

 

 

Pew Communion: Those who wish to commune from their seats using the 
prepackaged kits please open them now. Take and eat and drink, the body and 
blood of Christ given and shed for you.  
Assistants Commune 
 
Communion 
The body of Christ given for you.   
The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 
Communion Hymns:   
      Wonderful, Merciful Savior  (CCLI #2823825)  3 verses  
           Dawn Rodgers | Eric Wyse  © 1989 Sweet Virginia Music; Remaining portion is unaffiliated 

      
     Turn Your Eyes  (CCLI #2823825)  4 verses 
         George Romanacce | Helen H. Lemmel | Kevin Winebarger | Nathan Stiff | Nic Trout © 2019 Sovereign    
Grace Praise; Sovereign Grace Worship 
             

*Table Blessing 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. 
 
*Post Communion Prayer 
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and 
blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to 
your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
SENDING 

 
*Benediction 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, 
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains 

creation, ☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn                    My Faith Looks Up to Thee  (ELW #759)  4 verses  
            
*Sending for Service  
Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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SERVING TRINITY TODAY 
Director of Music – Saundra Wingert 

Assisting Minister – Dave Wolfe 
Communion Assistants – Donna Wolfe and Kevin Dagliano 

Communion Cups – Josie Thomas 
Musicians – Ella Swart 
Usher – Norra Swart 

Greeter – Norra Swart 
IT Ministry – IT Team 

Communion Preparer – Scott Valentine 
 
TODAY WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER:  Gust Barbuzanes, Debbie Boggs, Marie 
Dean, Sue Deardorff, Terry and Laura Ellis, Shirley Freeman, Nancy Freshman, 
Sally Funk, Sue Gardenhour, Desarie Dean Gregory, Joan Hall, Jake Johns, 
Tracy Loucks, Doug McCullough, Beth Miller, Don Swart, Bud and Donna Wolfe.  
 
The prayer list will be purged at the end of the month. If you wish a name to be 
retained (other than homebound members) please call or email the office –  
717-597-9348/ tlcsecoffice@gmail.com. 
Each week we also remember four members and friends of our congregation: 
Ron and Sue Snyder; Matt, Megan, Thatcher, Bergen and Bella Stephens; Jeff, 
Tammy and Joshua Stout; Jerry and Shirley Stout. 
 

. 
 

LENTEN MIDWEEK SERVICES 
Evangelical, Greencastle; Salem, Marion; Trinity, Greencastle  

A Simple Soup Supper at 6PM Followed by Worship at 6:45 PM 
 

Conversations With Jesus 
 
March 4    Supper and Worship   Salem        6 pm & 6:45PM 
March 11    Supper and Worship   Trinity        6 pm & 6:45PM 
March 18      Supper and Worship   ELC        6 pm & 6:45PM  
March 25    Supper and Worship   Trinity        6 pm & 6:45PM 


