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Dear Family in Christ,  

 
 When I was a child, my mom used to tell stories about different “bad” things that happened to me. 
When I was two weeks old, my mom knew I was sick. She took me to the doctor who was an older man 
who said I was not sick; she was just an overanxious new mother. Mom knew better. She and Dad 
brought me to the hospital and a doctor from the Philippines diagnosed me as having Pneumonia.  
Imagine the trauma for my parents to have their two-week-old baby hospitalized and in an oxygen tent. 
Obviously, I survived.  

 
When I was still a child, at dinner with my grandparents, I choked on a chicken bone and was 

saved by my grandmother.  
 
I am grateful to God for the doctor from the Philippines. I am grateful to God for my grandmother. 

Above all, I am grateful.  
 
Our faith teaches us to be grateful. God who created humankind, all humankind, gave us the world 

that we live in, provided us with aptitudes to do what we need in order to provide for ourselves and our 
families, gave us the ability to reason, to think, and to be compassionate, loved us and still loves us. We 
are grateful, at least we are supposed to be.  

 
I am writing to you about gratitude because we worship God out of gratitude and thankfulness. In 

worship we are giving back to God our prayers, praise and thanks for all that God has done for us and for 
all that God continues to do for us. God sacrificed his son Jesus for our salvation. We are grateful. We 
give back to God out of gratitude. We worship but we also financially support the ministry of the church 
out of gratitude.  

 
As the congregation embarks on its next phase of stewardship, what are you grateful for? How will 

you show your gratitude to God?    
 

In gratitude to God, and grateful for all of you,  

Pastor Denise 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 All Saints 
 
Sunday School 
9AM 
Worship in 
Sanctuary and 
Facebook Live 
10:15 AM 

3 
 
 
 
 
Scouts 6:30 PM 
AA 7PM 

4 
 
 
Women’s Bible 
Study 1PM 

5 6 7 
 
 
 
Den Meeting 
6PM 
AA 7PM 

8 

9 
Sunday School 
9AM 
Worship in 
Sanctuary and 
Facebook Live 
10:15 AM 
Fellowship Lunch 

10 
 
 
 
Scouts 6:30 PM 
Outreach 7PM 
AA 7PM 

11 
Conference Mtg 
at TLC 9AM 
Women’s Bible 
Study 1PM 
 
Operations 7PM 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
Council Mtg 7PM 

13 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 7PM 

15 
Women’s Retreat 
9:30 AM 

16 
 
Sunday School 
9AM 
Worship in 
Sanctuary and 
Facebook Live 
10:15 AM 

17 
 
 
 
 
Scouts 6:30 PM 
AA 7PM 

18 
 
 
Women’s Bible 
Study 1PM 

19 
 
 
 
 
Bible & Brew 
6:30PM 

20 21 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 7PM 

22 

23 Christ the King 
Sunday School 
9AM 
Worship in 
Sanctuary and 
Facebook Live 
10:15 AM 
Community 
Service 6:30 PM 

24 
 
 
 
 
Scouts 6:30 PM 
AA 7PM 

25 
 
 
Women’s Bible 
Study 1PM 

26 27 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 7PM 

29 

30 Advent 1 
 
Sunday School 
9AM 
Worship in 
Sanctuary and 
Facebook Live 
10:15 AM 
Decorate Church 
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 NOVEMBER 2 NOVEMBER 9 NOVEMBER 16 NOVEMBER 23 NOVEMBER 30 

Assisting 
Minister 

Scott Valentine 
 

Ella Swart Charlie Ford Don Swart Dave Wolfe 

Communion 
Assistants 

Sue Wunderlich 
Kevin Dagliano 

Dave Wolfe 
Darrell Swart 

Donna Wolfe 
Mary Thomas 

Sue Wunderlich 
Kevin Dagliano 

Wendy Hall 
Mary Thomas 

Communion 
Cups 

Josie Thomas Rob Marsh Josie Thomas Josie Thomas Josie Thomas 

Greeters Sally Funk 
 

Norra Swart Alice Marsh Shirley Freeman Rob Marsh 

Ushers Darrell Swart Norra Swart Rob Marsh Donna Wolfe Alice Marsh 

Singer Ella Swart Matt Cessna 
 

The Choir Matt Cessna Ella Swart 

IT Ministry IT Team IT Team IT Team IT Team IT Team 

Communion 

Preparers 

Alice Marsh 
 

Charlie and Beth 
Ford 

Alice Marsh Donna Wolfe 
Sue Wunderlich 

Alice Marsh 

 

BIBLE AND BREW 

Bible and Brew will meet next on Wednesday,  
November 19th at 6:30 PM.  Venue will be Liberty 
Tavern, Shippensburg.  Please contact Blair  
Kincaid no later than October 8th if you are  
planning to attend.  You can email Blair 
at Boscorp@innernet.net.  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

We will welcome new members to Trinity 
during the worship service on November 9.  
We will also welcome a new member 
through the sacrament of Holy Baptism.  A 

Fellowship Luncheon will be held following the service 
that day to welcome the new members.  Please plan to 
stay and celebrate with the new members of our Trinity 
family. 

ALL SAINTS  
WORSHIP SERVICE 

 
On All Saints Sunday,  
November 2 all members of our 
Trinity family will be able to light 
a candle to remember loved 

ones who have died.  We will also be remembering the 
lives of two members of Trinity who have died since last 
All Saints’ Day : 

 Charles Edwin Freshman – December 2, 2024 
Kathy Saczawa – March 22, 2025 

  
4Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism 
into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life.  (Romans 6:4) 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

The Community Thanksgiving Service sponsored by 
the Greencastle Ministerium will be held here at 
Greencastle Church of the Brethren on Sunday,  
November 23 at 6:30 PM.  Members and pastors of 
several churches will participate in the service and 
there will be special music.  Please plan to attend 
and bring a friend! 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING 

Please plan to stay after worship on November 30 
to decorate the church for Advent and Christmas 
and on December 20 to help decorate the church 
for Christmas Eve. 

mailto:Boscorp@innernet.net
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BLESS YOUR NEIGHBOR 

RETREAT 

Feel overwhelmed? Need a break 
from life’s busy-ness? Believe that the Lord is calling 
you to do “something,” but you’re over-committed 
and have no bandwidth? You are invited to a Table 
Connections Women’s Retreat that will be held at 
Trinity on Saturday, November 15 from 9:30AM to 
1:30PM. The retreat will be led by Rev. Katy Yates 
Brungraber.  Trinity members are welcome and  
encouraged to bring a friend!  Your gift of any 
amount at the door – suggested $25 – covers lunch 
and supports Pastor Katy in ministering to those who 
cannot afford to pay for care, coaching or consulting.  
Call the Church Office at 717-597-9348 by November 
6 to register.   

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
 
The annual Congregational Meeting will be held after 
the worship service on Sunday, December 7.  The 
agenda will include the election of new Congregational 
Council members and acting on the 2026  
congregational budget.  In case of inclement weather, 
the meeting will be held on December 14. 

From the Constitution: 

 15% of the voting members shall constitute a 
quorum.” .  
 Voting members are confirmed members. Such 
confirmed members, during the current or preceding 
calendar year, shall have communed in this  
congregation and shall have made a contribution of 
record to this congregation. Members of this  
congregation who have satisfied these basic standards 
shall have the privilege of voice and vote at every  
regular and special meeting of the congregation as well 
as the other rights and privileges ascribed to voting 
members by the provisions of this constitution and its 
bylaws.  

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 

Barbara Grane at the  
Greencastle Food Pantry is 
asking for our help to stock the 
shelves.  To help us focus our 
efforts, each week we’ll assign 
a food item.  Please bring the 

assigned item when you come to worship to place in 
the box in the Narthex or to the church on Tuesday,  
Wednesday or Thursday mornings. 
 
    November 2 - Cake mix and frosting 
    November 9 - Stuffing mix 
    November 16 - Instant oatmeal 
    November 23 - Baked beans 
    November 30 - Mac and cheese mix 

NOVEMBER SPECIAL APPEAL 
 
The Special Appeal for November is the Greencas-
tle Exchange Club's Santa's Helpers.  They provide 
Christmas toys for children in the Greencastle-
Antrim School District.  If you desire to make a  
donation, please mark your envelope for "Special 
Appeal". 

CONGREGATIONAL  
COUNCIL 

 
 
 

Members of the Congregational Council for 2025 
are:  
 Darrell Swart - President 
 Matt Cessna - Vice-President 
 Beth Ford - Secretary 
 Wendy Hall 
 Sue Snyder 
 Mary Thomas 
 Don Swart 
 Ella Swart (Youth Representative) 
  
Non-Voting Members: 
 Pam Arnold - Financial Secretary 
 Carol Swart - Treasurer 

THANK YOU FROM ELC 

Dear Members of Trinity Lutheran, 
 
Thank you so much for the generous do-

nation of $250.  The monetary donations help us to 
be able to shop to keep our shelves filled.  So far 
this year we have given 86 food orders to local 
families in need.  They are very appreciative.  
Thank you for being a caring part of our community 
and sharing God’s love with those in need. 
 
Blessings, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church Food Pantry. 


