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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1186 Jason Drive, Greencastle, PA 

 
 

                             
                                We want to be a congregation who continues: 
                                     Trusting God 
                                     Loving and Connecting with God and one another 
                                     Reaching out to all God’s children 
 

 
HOLY CROSS DAY 

September 14, 2025    10:15 AM 
 

Rev. Denise Horn – Interim Pastor 
Ministers to the World – Congregation of Trinity Lutheran 

Mission – To Share Christ in Word and Deed 
Office Phone – 717-597-9348    

 
 

Matthew 4:1-11 

TLC Renews 

Build A Longer Table 
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WE WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP HERE THIS DAY! 

 If you are visiting with us, we are honored by your presence. If you are 
seeking a church home, please contact the Pastor. 

 Holy Communion is celebrated in this morning’s worship. All are welcome to 
the table. Young children should follow the practice of their home 
congregation.  

 The Worship Service will be available on You Tube and the Website after the 
service.   

 Congregational responses are in bold. 
* Please stand 

 
Welcome, Announcements, Opening Prayer 
     

GATHERING 
 

Call to Worship      All People That On Earth Do Dwell  (ELW #883) 5 verses 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 

Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful and loving God, 
we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble 
about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us 
and forgive our sins.  Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been 
found.  Amen. 
 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name 

of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

 
Amen. 
 
*Gathering Hymn         That Head That Once Was Crowned  (ELW #432) 6 verses  
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*Greeting:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
*Prayer of the Day: We pray together:  Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ 
was lifted high upon the cross so that he might draw the whole world to 
himself. To those who look upon the cross, grant your wisdom, healing, 
and eternal life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Lesson – Numbers 21:4b-9 
[From Mount Hor the Israelites set out,] 4b but the people became discouraged on 
the way. 5 The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you 
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 
water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6 Then the LORD sent poisonous 
serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites 
died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking 
against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents 
from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the LORD said to Moses, “Make 
a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten shall look 
at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a serpent of bronze and put it upon a pole, and 
whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze 
and live. 
 
The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 98:1-4 (Read responsively) 
 1 Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
 2 O LORD, you have made known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.  
 3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 4 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
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Second Lesson – 1 Corinthians 1:18-24 
18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For 
Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, 
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
 
The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© 2019 Worldmaking.net (ASCAP). All rights reserved. Use only with permission please. 
Licensed via OneLicense.net, CCLI and Worldmaking.net. 

 
*The Holy Gospel according to John, the third chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel – John 3:13-17 
[Jesus said:] 13 “No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the 
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serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but 
in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Sermon                     
                                                       
Time of Silence:  Let us respond to God’s Word and God’s love for us by 
becoming still, closing our eyes and opening our hearts to God’s presence. 
 
Hymn                                         The Power of the Cross  (CCLI #2823825) vs 1-4 
     Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2005 Thankyou Music Ltd 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again;  he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.    
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 
 
*Prayers of the Church - (Each petition ends with “God of grace,”. The Congregation 

responds “receive our prayer.) 
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*Sign of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you.  (If you are joining us on 
Facebook, please share Christ’s peace with one another in the comments.) 

 
 

MEAL 
You are invited to come forward for the traditional distribution of Communion or if 
you prefer, take a prepackaged kit available from the Usher and remain seated.  
The Pastor will give instructions to you prior to communing the Assistants. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly 
provides for us.  Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering 
and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
*Dialogue 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 
The night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. Again after supper, 
Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
*Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 
Come to this meal of mercy. 
 
Pew Communion: Those who wish to commune from their seats using the 
prepackaged kits please open them now. Take and eat and drink, the body and 
blood of Christ given and shed for you.  
Assistants Commune 
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Communion 
The body of Christ given for you.   
The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 
Communion Hymns:   
     Around You, O Lord Jesus  (ELW #468) vs. 1-3 
           

     How Deep the Father’s Love For Us  (CCLI #2823825) vs. 1-3 
            Stuart Townend © 1995 Thankyou Music Ltd 
 

    By Grace We Have Been Saved  (ACS #1006) vs.1-3 
      
*Table Blessing 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. 
 
*Post Communion Prayer 
O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your 
servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We 
ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
SENDING 

 
*Benediction 
The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to 

the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn                                        Lift High the Cross  (ELW #660) vs 1-4               
 
*Sending for Service  
Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS 006741 

. 
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SERVING TRINITY TODAY 
Director of Music – Saundra Wingert 
Assisting Minister – Scott Valentine 

Communion Assistants – Wendy Hall and Donna Wolfe 
Communion Cups – Josie Thomas 

Singer – Phyllis McCullough 
Usher – Don Swart 

Greeter – Sue Wunderlich 
IT Ministry – IT Team 

Communion Preparer – Donna Wolfe and Sue Wunderlich 
 

 
TODAY WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER:  Gust Barbuzanes, Marie Dean, Sue 
Deardorff, Donna, Terry and Laura Ellis, Shirley Freeman, Nancy Freshman, 
Sally Funk, Sue Gardenhour, Desarie Dean Gregory, John, Jake Johns, Tracy 
Loucks, Doug McCullough, Beth Miller, Bronson Musser, Don Swart, Bud and 
Donna Wolfe.   
 
The prayer list will be purged at the end of the month. If you wish a name to be 
retained (other than homebound members) please call or email the office – 717-
597-9348/ tlcsecoffice@gmail.com. 
 
Each week we also remember four members and friends of our congregation: 
Nancy and Beth Freshman; Sally Funk; Sue Gardenhour; Andy and Rachelle 
Gehr. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


