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                                We want to be a congregation who continues: 
                                     Trusting God 
                                     Loving and Connecting with God and one another 
                                     Reaching out to all God’s children 
 

 
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

April 27, 2025    10:15 AM 
 

Rev. Denise Horn – Interim Pastor 
Ministers to the World – Congregation of Trinity Lutheran 
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Office Phone – 717-597-9348    

 
 

Matthew 4:1-11 

TLC Renews 



WE WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP HERE THIS DAY! 

 If you are visiting with us, we are honored by your presence. If you are 
seeking a church home, please contact the Pastor. 

 Holy Communion is celebrated in this morning’s worship. All are welcome to 
the table. Young children should follow the practice of their home 
congregation.  

 The Worship Service will be available on You Tube and the Website after the 
service.   

 Congregational responses are in bold. 
* Please stand 

 
Welcome, Announcements, Opening Prayer     

 
GATHERING 

 
Prelude                                                  Christ is Risen! Alleluia  (ELW #382) 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen 
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God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name 

of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with 

power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 
*Gathering Hymn        Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven  (ELW #865)   
 
*Greeting:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
*Prayer of the Day: We pray together:  O God of life, you reach out to us 
amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s 
breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
First Lesson – Acts 5: 27-32 
27 When they had brought [the apostles], they had them stand before the council. 
The high priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to 
teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and 
you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 29 But Peter and the 
apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. 30 The 
God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a 
tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these 
things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 118:14-29 (Read responsively) 
14 The LORD is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 15 Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
 16 The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 
 17 I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the LORD.  
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 18 The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
 19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
 20 “This is the gate of the LORD; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 
 21 I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.  
 22 The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23 By the LORD has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24 This is the day that the LORD has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 25 Hosanna! O LORD, save us! 
  We pray to you, LORD, prosper our days!  
 26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD; 
  we bless you from the house of the LORD. 
 27 The LORD is God and has given us light. 
  Form a procession with branches up to the corners of the altar. 
 28 You are my God, and I will thank you; 
  you are my God, and I will exalt you. 
 29 Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever.  
 
Second Lesson – Revelation 1:4-8 
4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come 
and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood 6 and made us a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him, 
  and all the tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. 
So it is to be. Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who 
is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 
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The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© 2019 Worldmaking.net (ASCAP). All rights reserved. Use only with permission please. 
Licensed via OneLicense.net, CCLI and Worldmaking.net. 

 
*The Holy Gospel according to John, the twentieth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
*Gospel:  John 20:19-31 
9 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were 
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them 
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
     24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and 
put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and 
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see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
     30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not 
written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 
have life in his name. 
 
The gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Sermon                  Don Swart 
 
Time of Silence:  At our best Trinity is passionate about God.   We respond to 
God’s love becoming still, closing our eyes and opening our heart spaces to  
God’s presence. 
 
Hymn                                                        My Savior, My God  (CCLI #2823825) 
     Aaron Shust | Dorothy Greenwell © 2005 Bridge Building Music, Inc. 

 
*Prayers of the Church - (Each petition ends with “Hear us, O God.”. The 
Congregation responds “Your mercy is great.) 
 

*Sign of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you.  (If you are joining us on 
Facebook, please share Christ’s peace with one another in the comments.) 

 
MEAL 

You are invited to come forward for the traditional distribution of Communion or if 
you prefer, take a prepackaged kit available from the Usher and remain seated.  
The Pastor will give instructions to you prior to communing the Assistants. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your 
witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine.  Amen. 
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*Dialogue 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself 
to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought 
us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses 
of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels 
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Words of Institution 
Last week we celebrated Communion together, blessing the bread and cup we 
share today. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after 
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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*Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
 
Pew Communion: Those who wish to commune from their seats using the 
prepackaged kits please open them now. Take and eat and drink, the body and 
blood of Christ given and shed for you.  
Assistants Commune 
 
Communion 
The body of Christ given for you.   
The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 
Communion Hymns:   
 My Song is Love Unknown  (ELW #343) 
      
           Amazing Love (You Are My King)t  (CCLI #2823825) 
                  Billy J. Foote © 1996 worshiptogether.com songs
 

*Table Blessing 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. 
 
*Post Communion Prayer 
Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell 
of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded 
and weary world.  Amen. 
 

SENDING 
*Benediction 

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and 

Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always.  Amen. 

http://worshiptogether.com/
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*Sending Hymn                                                   O Christ Our Hope  (ELW #604) 
 
*Sending for Service  
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Thank you to Don Swart for bringing the message today. 
 
 

SERVING TRINITY TODAY 
Director of Music – Saundra Wingert 

Assisting Minister – Ella Swart 
Communion Assistants – Darrell Swart and Wendy Hall 

Communion Cups – Rob Marsh 
Singers – Matt Cessna 

Usher – Alan Shank 
Greeter – Alan Shank 
IT Ministry – IT Team 

Communion Preparer – Donna Wolfe and Sue Wunderlich 
 

TODAY WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER:  Gust Barbuzanes, Marie Dean, Sue 
Deardorff, Donna, Mary Effisah, Terry and Laura Ellis, Shirley Freeman, Nancy 
Freshman, Sally Funk, Sue Gardenhour, Desarie Dean Gregory, Erma Horn, 
Pastor Martin Horn, Jake Johns, Tracy Loucks, Doug McCullough, Beth Miller, 
Lisa Peters, Don Swart, Bud and Donna Wolfe.  The prayer list will be purged at 
the end of the month. If you wish a name to be retained (other than homebound 
members) please call or email the office – 717-597-9348/ 
tlcsecoffice@gmail.com. 
 
Each week we also remember four members and friends of our congregation: 
Dale and Karen Thatcher; James, Mary, Larson and Josie Thomas; Scott 
Valentine; Bruce and Andrea Wesley. 
 
 

 
 
 


