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WE WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP HERE THIS DAY!

e If you are visiting with us, we are honored by your presence. If you are
seeking a church home, please contact the Pastor.

e Holy Communion is celebrated in this morning’s worship. All are welcome to
the table. Young children should follow the practice of their home
congregation.

e The Worship Service will be available on You Tube and the Website after the
service.

e Congregational responses are in bold.

* Please stand

Welcome, Announcements, Opening Prayer
GATHERING

Prelude Children of the Living God (CCLI #2823825
Fernando Ortega © 1996 Metro One

*Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God-with-us,

we confess that we have turned away those seeking shelter, claiming there
is no room when we have plenty. We have made power and wealth our
idols, while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger.

We have overlooked the shepherds, expecting good news in prettier
packaging. Too often, we have valued violence instead of your peace. Turn
us from our ways to your ways. Grant us the grace to begin again. Free us
from all that keeps us bound, and forgive our sin, through Jesus Christ,
who gives himself for us. Amen.

Hear the good news and rejoice! You are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,
+ forgiven in Christ, and freed to respond in joy.
Amen.



*Gathering Hymn Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (ELW #288)

*Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day: We pray together: Almighty God, you have filled all the
earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to
reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

First Lesson — Jeremiah 31:7-14
"For thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
8See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor together;
a great company, they shall return here.
9With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations | will lead them back;
| will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path where they shall not stumble,
for | have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.

10 Hear the word of the LorD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him
and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock.”
11 For the LoRD has ransomed Jacob
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,



and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
| will turn their mourning into joy;
| will comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow.
141 will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 147: 12-20 (Read responsively)
12\Worship the LorD, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,
Bwho has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.
14 God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.
15God sends out a command to the earth,
aword that runs very swiftly.
16 God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.
17God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?
8 The LorD sends forth the word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.
19God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.
20The LorD has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!

Second Lesson — Ephesians 1:3-14

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in
love. ®He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ,
according to the good pleasure of his will, ®to the praise of his glorious grace that
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he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. ’ In him we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his

grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight ®he has made known
to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in
Christ, 1%as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in
heaven and things on earth. ' In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance,
having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all
things according to his counsel and will, 2 so that we, who were the first to set
our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 12 In him you also, when
you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in
him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 1 this is the pledge of
our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his

glory.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation

Hallelujah! Words of Life!

A Gospel Acclamation
Richard Bruxvoort Colligan
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*The Holy Gospel according to John, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.



*Gospel: John 1:1-18

[* In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. ?He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into

being #in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. ® The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.

6There was a man sent from God whose name was John. “He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. ® The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.]

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the
world did not know him. 1 He came to what was his own, and his own people did
not accept him. *2But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. > (John testified
to him and cried out, “This was he of whom | said, ‘He who comes after me ranks
ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 6 From his fullness we have all
received, grace upon grace. !’ The law indeed was given through Moses; grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is the only
Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

The gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon

Time of Silence: At our best Trinity is passionate about God. We respond to
God'’s love becoming still, closing our eyes and opening our heart spaces to
God'’s presence.

*Hymn God Is Here (ELW #526)
*Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.



| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

*Prayers of the Church - (Each petition ends with “God of grace,”. The
Congregation responds “receive our prayer.)

*Sign of Peace
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. (If you are joining us on
Facebook, please share Christ’s peace with one another in the comments.)

MEAL You are invited to come forward for the traditional distribution of Communion or
if you prefer, take a prepackaged kit available from the Usher and remain seated. The
Pastor will give instructions to you prior to communing the Assistants.

*Offertory

God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, in which
you take delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now these
gifts, received from your bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to tell of
your salvation from day to day. Amen.

*Dialogue

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



*Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have
opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding
the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*Words of Institution

The night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again after supper,
Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

*Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Invitation to Communion
A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. Come, receive the gift of Jesus.

Pew Communion: Those who wish to commune from their seats using the
prepackaged kits please open them now. Take and eat and drink, the body and
blood of Christ given and shed for you.

Assistants Commune
Communion

The body of Christ given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.

Communion Hymns:

Speak, O Lord (CCLI #2823825)
Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2005 Thankyou Music

Bread of Life from Heaven (ELW #474)

*Table Blessing
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

*Post Communion Prayer

Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. Strengthened by
this goodness, send us forth to announce your peace, comfort the afflicted, and
share the good news of great joy. Amen.

SENDING

*Benediction
The God of love, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace, illumine
your path, and increase your joy, today and always. Amen.

*Sending Hymn This | Believe (CCLI #2823825)
Ben Fielding | Matt Crocker © 2014 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia



*Sending for Service
Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.
Thanks be to God.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS 006741

SERVING TRINITY TODAY
Director of Music — Saundra Wingert
Assisting Minister — Don Swart
Communion Assistants — Carol Swart and Dave Wolfe
Communion Cups — Josie Thomas
Singer — Ella Swart
Usher — Norra Swart
Greeter — Norra Swart
IT Ministry — IT Team
Communion Preparer — Alice Marsh

TODAY WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Gust Barbuzanes, Marie Dean, Sue
Deardorff, Mary Effisah, Terry and Laura Ellis, Shirley Freeman, Nancy
Freshman, Sally Funk, Sue Gardenhour, Desarie Dean Gregory, Erma Horn,
Jake Johns, Tracy Loucks, Cheryl Luger, Doug McCullough, Beth Miller, Lisa
Peters, Don Swart, Bud and Donna Wolfe. The prayer list will be purged at the
end of the month. If you wish a name to be retained (other than homebound
members) please call or email the office — 717-597-9348/
ticsecoffice@gmail.com.

Each week we also remember four members and friends of our congregation:

Jeff, Tammy and Joshua Stout; Jerry and Shirley Stout; Darrell, Jess, Ella and
Norra Swart; Don and Carol Swart.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
IN THE CHURCH THIS WEEK

Monday, 1/6 Scouts — 6:30 PM

AA Meeting — 7PM
Wednesday, 1/8 | Congregational Council — 7PM
Scout Meeting — 7:30 PA

Thursday, 1/9 Soccer — 5:20 PM
Friday, 1/10 Den Meeting — 6PM
AA Meeting — 7 PM
Sunday, 1/12 Sunday School for all ages - 9AM

Worship in Sanctuary or on Facebook Live — 10:15AM

OFFERING SUNDAY December 24 - 29: Regular - $5237
Benevolence - $50 Special Appeal - $25 Food Pantry - $10

ELECTRONIC GIVING 12/23-12/31
Regular - $5535 Benevolence - $410 Special Appeal - $5

PLEASE PLAN TO STAY after worship today to help take down the Christmas
decorations.

ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 25 there will be a Game/Bunko Night at ELC. Come for the
5 PM Worship Service and stay for an evening of fun and food. If you aren’t planning to
attend worship, join us at 6 PM for a soup and sandwich meal followed by games for
children and adults and fun playing bunko for those who are interested.

THE WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY will be taking a look at The Books of Revelation. We will
begin our study on Tuesday January 21, 2025 from 1-2PM in the Adult Sunday School
Room. Plan to join us and feel free to bring a friend. If you have any questions please
speak with Phyllis McCullough.

THE WORSHIP AND MUSIC COMMITTEE would like to thank everyone who
assisted in the Christmas Eve Services.
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FOOD PANTRY NEEDS - Barbara Grane at the Greencastle Food Pantry is asking for
our help to stock the shelves. To help us focus our efforts, each week we’ll assign a
food item. Please bring the assigned item when you come to worship to place in the box
in the Narthex or to the church on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday mornings.

January 5 - Soup

January 12 — Rice and potato mixes

January 19 — Brownie mixes

January 26 — Pasta sauce in plastic or cans

JANUARY SPECIAL APPEAL - The Franklin County Homeless Shelter located on
S. Main Street, Chambersburg is a low barrier emergency shelter which serves mainly
individuals who are experiencing homelessness. Families are also served as space is
available. An individual or family's stay is brief, typically 14 - 30 days and those staying
at the shelter will be focused on finding affordable housing. The shelter is run by the
South Central Community Action Program (SCCAP). If you desire to make a donation,
please mark your envelope for "Special Appeal.
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